Gospel Advocate, 


“WE LOVE HIM, BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED Us.” 
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; BLISH ED BY SIMON BUR TON.—-THOMAS GROSS, EDITOR. 
VOL. TL] BUFFALO, FRIDAY, JULY 9, 1824. 
ihe Editor of the Gospel Advocate. | If a new heart is the gift of God, without 

ir--if you think the fotlowing worthy | any regard to their good or evil deeds $ 

of a place in your paper, you are at liberty | and if, as said he, a cause must produce its 

to insert it. | effect, why not pray to God to give them a 

A few Sabbaths since, I attended a Bap-: new heart, and not impose upon an assem- 
tist meeting, in Lisle, where Elder S. H.! bly by telling them to do an impossibility, 
ofliciated as a pretended ambassador for ' or entreating an effect to flow before ‘ts 

Clvist ; but of the correctness of this pre-| cause? What should we think of a cap- 

tention, my mind was seriously led to doubt | tain of a boat, on our western canal, who, 

from his doctrines, drawn from Matthew ; when coming to a lock, should entreat the 
28th, first clause of the nineteenth verse.— ' water to flow, when the man stood above 

“ Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations.” | who managed it, and with one single sweep 
In his illestration of this important mis-; could open the gate (the cause) the*water 

sion, he observed that it was the duty of the | must flow ? (the effect.) 

ministers of the gospel, to teach the doc-! In this view man is but a machine, acted 

trines contained in the scriptures ; and that upon: God the actor ; repentance an effect 

no doctrine was more abundantly provea-. flowing from a new heart, an act of God. 
ble, both from scripture and common ob- If this be the case, and it be a truth that 
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servation, than that of the depravity of the 
human heart; and contended that this de- 
pravity is total, original and constitutional; 
rendering man wholly corrupt ; incapacit- 
ating him in his natural state to do or de- 
sire any thing but thet, which will merit 
the displeasure of a sovereign God ; their 


teats, their prayers, and even their plough-. 
‘all for whom Christ died will have this 


ing being an abomination to the Lord. Kv- 
ery temporal blessing, and every sanctuary 


opportunity, only serves to make their com- | 


ing torments more severe, unless they have 
repentance given them; and this repent- 


ance, I well recollect, in a former discourse, | 


he told us was the eflect flowing from anew 


God’s tender mercies are over all his works, 
that he is unchangeable, the same _yester- 
day, to-day and forever, impartial and with- 
out respect of persons; I ask what reason 
can be assigned why he should not give 
this new heart to each and every man ? and 
then would repentance flow as an effect. 
But, says this reverend gentleman, I believe 


new heart given them; (for mind ye) he is 
one of those who pretend to believe that 
Christ gave his life a ransom for the elect. 
Where is the rational, intelligent being, 
with whom reason hath not lost her bal- 
ance, and superstition cast her sable mantle 





























heart the cause—and that this new heart, 
or new birth, was the gift of God, and was 
sent when and to whom he pleased, with-' 
ut any respect to persons, as to their good dress ? 

or evil deeds: for there is none that doeth! According to this, man finds himself in- 
good. ‘To prove that the new heart was | troduced into this delusive world, surround 
exclusively the gift of God, he would prove, led by every enticing object that an infinite 
he said, from sound logic : There must bej mind could suggest, with a disposition im- 
a cause to produce an effect; if, then, we’ planted in his nature, (and that by his God 
believe the scriptures, where it says the for he could have had no hand in his con- 
carnal mind is not only at enmity, but en- | stituent powers of choice) to be led by those 
mity itself to God, and that the heart of| objects counter to the law which condemn 
man is above all things deceitful, and des-| for disobedience to eternal barning; from 
perately wicked, where is there any chance ; which there is no possible escape for any, 
for repentance to begin? and in the sequel | except the elect, (equally guilty with the 
he entreated sinners to stop. Why, said rest) for whom Christ died who are to be- 
he, will you persist in the road that leads to|come acquainted with their happy lot in 
hel} ', Here, thought I, comes the cap stone. | this life—and for what ? Theat they may 


‘over fair investigation, that can trace this 
labyrinth of partiality and not pronounce 
it selfish Papal Orthodoxy, in modern 
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eners.” 


divulge God's secret will to the world, ex- 
ult in that security which it guaraniees, and 


bombard the people with fire and brim-' 


stone for not doing, when in fact the more 
they do the worse they are off. This is their 
dzama in this life, and in that which is te 
come they expect to exult in the groans and 
shrieks of their tender parents, compan- 
jovs, and ofispring, and clap their hands 
with redoubled joy when they see the smoke 
of their torments ascending up forever and 
ever. YounG OBSERVER. 

Lisle, June 14. 1824. 

Some Remarks in our neat. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Sir: Your “ few brief remarks” to “One 
of your readers,” have at length appeared 
in the Advocate of the 2d instant, and will, 
in all probability, be as likely to convince 
your readers in general, that there will be 
no future judgaicnt, or rewards and punish- 
ments in another, mode of being, as you 
would, had you treated the subject “ fairly, 
and ‘ One of your readers’ with good man- 
The passages of scripture to which 
your particular attention was called, go to 
prove three important particulars, viz: the 
resurrection of the dead, a general judg- 
ment, and future rewards and punishments. 
My quotations of scripture, of which you 
complain, would not have been so numer- 
ous, had I not been acquainted with the 
feelings and prejudices of the Universalists, 
in this section of the country—especially 
those who have once been orthodox in their 
religious principles. 

In your first paragraph you say, “ the 
remarks of this author, I consider to be too 
scattered to be collected into a point 5 and 
though he seems to be embittered against 
the doctrine of Universalists, has brought 
no objection against it, except that which I 
consider to be answered already.” When! 
where! and how! pray, Sir, did you an- 
swer these important objections? You may 
have answered them to the satisfaction of 
your own mind ; but, as a public teacher, 
you have something more to do, in order to 
Sustain yourself as such. Your opposers 
will claim the privilege of calling upon you 
to support your doctrine, and then judge of 
its merits. 

In yoursecond paragraph you say, “The 
multiplicity of scriptures which he has pro- 
ducéd to prove a future judgment, prove 
nothing in support of future misery.” Now, 
Sir, if the texts of scripture, which T have 
cited, do not prove, to your satisfaction, 
shat a part of our race will be punished af- 


—— - 
al 


tef'the death of the body; but do prove, ag 
you seem disposed to acknowledge they do 
that there will be a future judgment, jj] 
you be good enough to inform me what can 
be the object of such a judgment, and what 
will be the result ? For in your fourth par. 
agraph you say, “I have simply laid down 
three arguments to disprove future mise ry.” 
Here, Sir, you simply inform us that the 
self-murderer goes direct to heaven, and js 
duly and truly prepared to celebrate re. 
deeming love. 

I must hasten to close, or “ the prolixity 
of the communication, without coming to 
any point,” will be “ tiresome in the perus 
sal ;” particularly so to Universalists, if a 
| multiplicity of scriptures” be quoted to 
disprove their pleasing doctrine, especially 
“when argument and method are” not “out 
of the question.” I will conclude by ask. 
ing you the following questions : 

1. Do you believe that there js now as 
much piety and virtue, and as little sin and 
folly in the world, as God from all eternity 
designed or desired there should be? 

2. Do you unhesitatingly believe there is 
any moral difference between virtue and 
vice, but in name only ? 

3. Do you sincerely believe that Christ 
has judged the world, and rewarded every 
man according to the deeds done in the 
body? 

ONE OF YOUR READERS. 
For the Gospel Advocate. 
REVitW OF 

“ 4 sermon on future punishment :— 
delivered at Cleaveland and Euclid, Ohio, 
on Lord’s Day, February 2d and'9th A. 
D. 1824. By Rev. Stephen J. Bradstreet, 
A. M. Published by request. Cleavelani, 
printed by Z. Willes, 1324.” pp. $1. 

This discourse is evidently the produc 
tion of an honeet but misguided mind. It 
was preached to disprove the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation, and covtains most of 
the usual arguments in favor of endless 
damnation. The author being evideutly 
sincere in his views, is entitled toa candid 
hearing : and this I shall grant him, while, 
by scripture and reason | overturn his whole 
argument. 

Mr. B’s text is, Matthew xxv. 41— 
“ Then shall he say unto them on his left 
hand, depart from me ye cursed into ever: 
lasting-fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.” Here, in the very outset, Mr. B. 
‘commits a capital error, in applying this 
| passage of scripture to endless or any othet 
| punishment, iX an other state of existencé: 
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This error is the more remarkable, and the 
less excusable, from the fact that Mr. B. in 
the course of his sermon often Speaks of the 
original text, assuring us he can read it, &c. 
This being the case I am at a loss to see 
how (unless it is the efiect of education) 
he can possibly suppose this passage to re- 
fer to a future state of existence. In the 
first place itmay be proper, as the author 
has made frequent references to “ the ori- 
ginal,” to go with him to that fountain head 
and examine it attentively. We find, then, 
on turning to the 41st verse of the xxv. ol 
Matthew, in the Greek Testament, that in- 
stead of reading “ devil and his angels,” 
the true rendering is “ for the imposture 
and his emissaries.”” This, every Greek 
scholar knows to be the right sense of the 
passage, and even Mr. B. should he find 
the original wordsin any book but the Bi- 
ble would thus render them—if he has a 
proper knowledge of the Greek language. 
Mr. B. must know, also, if he knows Greek 
as well as he pretends, that aionian, the 
word translated “ everlasting” in the text, 
has no such signification in “ the original.” 
These facts, which J mention only because 
Mr. B. so triumphantly refers to “ the ori- 
ginal,” I now pass over to show Mr. B’s 
erroneous application of the text, even sup- 
posing the English translation of it perfect- 
ly correct. ‘This is done by a reference to 
the point of time spoken of. This point of 
time is referred to by the word “ then.”— 
“ Then sha!!’—when shall ? I beg the rea- 
der to be particular, for upon this must 
hang the whole subject. The word then 
must refer to some time ; and of that time 
we are informed by the 31st verse, of the 
same chapter. I[t reads thus: “ When the 
Son of man shall come in his glory and all 
the holysangels with him, THEN shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory : and before 
him shall be gathered ali nations,” &c.— 
This, then, fixes the time of the sentence, in 
the text, to the time of the coming of the 
Son of man in hisglory. The word “then,” 
in the text, refers to a iime, and the question 
when ? which it naturally extorts, is an- 
swered by the word “ THEN” in the 31st 
verse just quoted. That the sentence was 
tobe passed at the time the Son of man 
was to come in his glory, &c. is contended 
for by every believer in endless damnation ; 


and I shall not be found behind them in, 


ee 





isa believer in endless damnation, wil! 
readily enough answer, he is yet to come. 
But this I must object to, as it contradicts 
nhiany passages of the New Testament,which 
I shall quote in proof. A careful perusal 
of the following passages of scripture will 
show that the time of the coming of the 
Son of man, &c. (and of course the time of 
passing the sentence contained in’Mr. B’s 
text) is long since passed, and that it did 
only refer to temporal things. 

Matthew, x. 23. “ But when they perse- 
cute you in this city, flee ye into another ¢ 
for verily I say unto you, ye shall not have 
gone over the cities of Israel till the Son of 
man be come.” ‘ 

Matthew, xvi. 27, 28.” For the Son of 
man shall come in the glory of his Father, 
with his angels ; and THEN he shali_re- 
ward every man according to his works.— 
Verily I say unto you, there be some stand- 
ing here which shall not taste of death, till 
they see the Son of man coming in his king- 
dom.” [Here the reader is requesied to 
turn to, and read the 31st verse of 25th of 
Matthew. ] 

Mark, viii. 38, and Mark, ix. 1. “ Who- 
soever, therefore, shall be ashamed of me, 
and of my words, in this adulterous and 
sinful generation ; of him also shalt the 
Son of man be ashamed, when he com*th 
in the glory of his Father, with the holy an- 
gels. And he said unto them, verily J say 
unto you, that there be some of them that 
stand here, which shall not taste of death, 
till they have seen the kingdom of God 
come with power.” [The reader will please 
recollect that the scriptures, when written 
were not divided into chapters ; and the 
separation of the two verses last quoted, 
annihilates the meaning of both.] 

Mark, xiii. 24 to 30 inclusive.” But in 
those days, after that tribulation, [the des- 
truction of the temple, &c. describeg in the 
preceding verse,] the sun shall be darkeneg 
and and the moon shall not give her light $ 
and the stars of heaven shall fall, and the 
powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. 
And THEN, [near 1800 years ago] shal} 
they see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds, with great power and glory. And 
TIEN shall he send his angels, and shall 
gather together his elect from the four winds, 





from the uttermost part of the earth to the 
uttermost part of heaven. Now learn the 


urging that construction. On this point, | parable of the fig-tree : when her branch 
then, we are agreed ; and the question now | is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves ye 


before us is, has the Son of man yet come 
‘in his glory, with all his holy angels, &c. 


know that summer is near: so ye, in like 
manner, when ye shall see these things come 


or is he yet so to come? My reader, if he to pass, know that it is nigh, even at thy? 
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doors. Verily Isay unto you, that this 
generation shall not pass, till ALL [mark, 
reader ; itis not a part, but ALL] these 
things be done.” 
Luke, ix. 26, 27. “ For, whosoever shall 
‘be ashamed of me, and of my words, of him 
shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he 
ghall come in his own glory, and in his Fa- 
thet’s, and of the holy angels. But I tell 
you of a trath, there be some standing here, 
which shall not taste death, till they see 
the kingdom of God.” 
Luke, xxi. verses 25 to 32 inclusive.— 
“ And there shall be signs in the sun, and 
in the moon, and in the stars; and upon 
the earth distress of nations, with perplexi- 
ty ; the sea and the waves roaring ; men’s 
hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the 
earth; for the powers of heaven shall be 
shaken. And THEN shall they see the 
Son of man coming ina cloud and great 
glory. And when these things begin to 
come to pass, THEN took up and lift up 
your heads: for your redemption draweth 





nigh. And he spake to them a parable ; 
behold the fig-tree, and all the trees ; where | 


they now shoot forth, yea see, and know of | 
5] ? 


Se 


word said in the whole scriptures, of an end. 
less hell, or a place of punishment after the 
soul leaves the body. Start not at the as 
sertion, reader, for you have just seen how 
great an error has alf along been fostered 
in support of that awful sentiment, endless 
damnation ; and E shall as surely show the 
fallacy of the belief in an endless heil,found. 
ed onthe scriptures, as I have the error of the 
common opiion respecting the coming of 
the Son of man. REASON, 
( To be continued. ) 

What next ?—At the late celebration of 
our National Independence, in this village, 
the Rev. Mr. Crawford, the Presbyterian, 
preacher here, was chosen, by the commit- 
tee of arrangements, to officiate as orator of 
the day. ‘This caused much dissatisfaction, 
and complaint, because Mr. Crawford isa 
foreigner by birth ; and not having been 
long in the country was supposed to possess 
feelings in opposition to those of Americans, 
on that eccasion. To make something of 
this it was asserted that the complaint a- 
rose from the Universalists for the purpose 
of injuring Mr. Crawford ! 

Now, with the subject complained of we 


yourselves, that summer is now nigh at; have nothing todo, it being without the 
hand. So likewise ye. when ye see these! scope ofthis paper ; but it is only mention- 
thigcs come to pass, know ye that the king-| ed to show how every opportunity, real or 


dom of Gad +s nigh at band. Verily J say! 
onto von, this generation shall not pass a-' 
way, it ALL he fulfilled.” 

tic recder has now seen that the com- 

r of t! » of man, with all his holy an- 

. daring the time that the gen-. 

which Christ spake were upon 

va. Shis must have been about 1800 

\.a.s since 5 and the sentence contained in 

te text of Mr. Bradstreet was then also 

passed, and carried into effect. Why those 

who are called christians, and especially 

tearbers of christians, should so long have 

misapplied this 41st verse of xxv. chap. of! 

Matthew, with some others of like import, ' 

it is fmpossible to tell ; but the confidence 

with which such texts are quoted to prove | 
endless torment, is truly astonishing. 


imaginary, is improved to slander, revile 
and defame the believers in the Gospel, by 


‘those who are yet in opposition to its prin- 


ciples and precepts. That complaint had 
bo more connexion with Universalism than 
have the spots upon the sun : and this was 
well known—but it was a. good chance to 
revile Universalists, for believing on the 
Saviour, and the probability was that none 
would stop to enquire into the truth of the 
story! Reader this is called Religion ! ! 


NEW CONSTITUTION, 

Of the Western Association of Universal- 
asts in the state of New-York. 

Art. 1. The Western Association shall 


convene once a year, at such time and 


Mr. Bradstreet has doubtless always sup- place as shall have been appointed at a pre- 
posed his view of his text correct ; but he vious meeting. 


will not be able to justify himself should he 


2. Every church and society in fellow- 


ever again apply it as he has heretofore ship with the Association, and under no re- 


done. 


The scriptures positively condemn striction, shall have the right of sending 


such application, and he is bound by the Two delegates to the Annual Meeting, who, 
texts I have quoted, to comply and retract being duly certified by the church or socie- 


Yils erroneous opiniun. 


ty whom they represent, shal] be received 


In a future number I will show Mr. B. as members of the council. 


and those who have confidence in his ser- 


3. All Ministers of the gospel in regular 


Son, and his arguments, that there is not a standing and fellowship with this or any. 
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other association of Universalists, shall be 
considered as members. 

4. Each member shall be entitled to one 
yote, and all matters determined by a ma- 
jority. 

5. The business of the Association, when 
assembled, shal] be, to choose a moderator 
and clerk, and other officers, when necessa- 
ty; to examine the state of particular chur- 
ches and societies duly represented ; and to 
give or withdraw fellowship, as may be 
becessary ; to consider the conduct of its 
members and approve or rebuke as occa- 
sion may require; to appoint particular 
committees and hear their reports ; and to 
adopt all such measures, from time to time, 
as may tend to promote general order, in- 
struction and harmony. 

6. The association shall appoint, annu- 
ally, three of its members, a committee of 
discipline, who shall have the power of 
hearing complaints and of suspending from 
fellowship, when necessary, the labors of 
ministers, until the next meeting of the as- 
sociation. 

7. If any Preacher of this association or 
any of its branches shall be charged, by 
public fame, with unbecoming or irreligious 
behaviour and conversation, inquiry shall 
be made into the cause of complaint, and 
fellowship continued only on satisfactory 
evidence of innocence ; And if the associa- 
tion shall have given letters of fellowship to 
any person, who discontinues his ministry, 
withont sufficient cause, said letters shall be 
recalled. 


8. The request of any candidate for or- 
dination, who being an approved laborer, 
has had a letter of fellowship for one year ; 
and sustained, during the same time, an un- 
impeachable moral character, shall be gran- 
ted, and ordination conferred at the annual 
meetings of the association, or by councils 
appointed for that purpose. 


9. It shall be the duty of every member 
to give attendance in cuuncil to all business 
coming before the association, and not to 
withdraw without permission from the mod- 
erator. 


10. This association disclaims all au- 
thority to pass any further judgment against 
any offending church, society, or individu- 
al, than the withdrawing of fellowship. 


11. This association reserves to itself, 
under the direction of divine wisdom the 
tight of making any alterations in this con- 
stitution, which circumstances may require, 
provided they be in conformity with the 
plan of the General Convention. 





MINUTES OF THE 
WESTERN ASSOCIATION, 
FOR THE YEAR 1524. 

The Ministers and Delegates constituting 
the Western Association of Universalists 
having assembled, according to adjourn- 
ment of the last session, in the town and 
county of Madison, Wednesday, June 2, 
1824, opened the council with a solemn 
and reverential address to the throne of the 
ETERNAL by brother John S. Thompson. 

1. The council was organized by a 
pointing brother W. Underwood, Modera- 
tor, and brothers J. 5. ‘Thompson, and G. 
B. Lisher, Clerks. 

2. The letters of Societies, and the cre- 
dentials of Delegates were read, and pro- 
duced those agreeable sensations which nat- 
urally arise in the mind, on hearing of the 
success of a cause in which we would cheer- 
fully embarked ; or the prosperity of those 
for whom we are deeply interested. 

3. Received requests for fellowship trem 
societies lately formed in Newport, Herki- 
mer; and in Middlefield and Miliord, Ot- 
sego; and voted that the above societies 
be received into the fellowship of the Asso 
ciation. 

4. Appointed brothers N. Stacy, S. R. 
Smith, and I. Whiinell, a committee to re- 
ceive applications for fellowship and ordine 
ation, and report their decision to the coune 
cil, concerning the propriety of granting 
such requests. 

5. Order of public service on Wednes-~ 
day morning. Introductory prayer by bro- 
ther J. Potter; sermon by brother J. §, 
Flagler, from 2 Peter, 1, 103; brother W. 
J. Reese, concluding prayer. 

6. After service the council retired ang 
appointed brothers Smith, Stacy, Lisher, 
Thompson, and Underwood, a committee 
to consider the propriety of amending the 
constitution of the Western Association, 
and to report such changes or additions ag 
they should judge necessary. 

7. Afternoon service. Brother I. Whit- 
nell, introductory prayer; brother L. C. 
Todd, sermon from 1 Tim. 1, 5—7 3 brothe 
er Jones, concluding prayer. 

8. The council having returned, resolved 
that the committee appointed by the last 
session, to digest and report to the present 
meeting, an entire history, ip one book, of 
the proceedings of this body from its come 
mencement to the present time, be contin- 
ued in office for another year, to callect the 
minutes of all the different meetings of this 
association : and to intersperse them with 
such explanatory and historical remarks as" 
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_ : _ en — 
shall farnish materials for a history of Uni- 
versalism in this state. 


9.. Proceeded to hear the report of the 
committees appointed by the last session, 
to attend the different Branch Associations. 
The reports, were all of a pleasing nature, 
especially those fjom the Black River and 
Genesee Branches. Order and harmon 
reign unmolested, and the triumphs of ies 
gladden the hearts of al] their members, 

10. Brother Stacy having addressed the 
throne of grace, in thanksgiving and prayer, 
the council adjourned to meet at 7 0’clock 
on Thursday morning. 

11. On Thursday morning the council 
~ opened with prayer by brother O. Ack- 

'V. | 
12, Appointed brothers Whitnell, Lish- 
er, Potter, Smith and Jones, a committee to 
visit the Genesee Branch Association, to 
meet at Pembroke, on the third Wednesday 
of September next,;. and to attend the Cay- 
me4 deapeh, on. their return, to meet. at 

Sempronius en. the first Wednesday in Oc- 
Voager, 1524. ) 

-» PR Voted that brothers Stacy, Tadd, 

PF FPlaglen, Smith and Jones, be a committee 
3 -attend’he Chenango Branch Associa- 
as oe at Hope Bottom, Susqueban- 
ali, county, Pennsylvania, on. the first 
‘Wednesday of September next. ) 

-- 4 Chose brothers Thompson, Lisher, 
a and, Stacy a committee to visit the 
ack River Asseciatign, to meet at Brown- 

wille, ot theJast of Jone inst. . 

' 5s ‘The committee appointed.to receive 
@ppligations for letters of. fellowship ov or- 
dination, reported in favor of conferring ‘or- 
dination on brother G. B. Lisher, and of 
granting’ letters of fellowship. to brothers 
Lewis C, Todd, George Messinger, Eze- 
kiel W. Robbims, and William J. Reese. 
‘The. .covacil veted that the report of the 
Committee be accepted. . | 

. 16..'The. committee appointed to inquire 
into the propriety of amending the consti- 





tatiogd, duchired tn favor of a new constitu-! 


tien, a form of which they presented tothe 
council; which being read, in separate ar- 
ticles, was unapimously adopted, 


ther Pitt Morse, right, hand of fellowship. 
Brother Stacy the usual @fdresses ; broth. 
er Underwood concluding prayer. 

19... The council having retired, appoin. 
ed brothers Stacy, Underwood, and Smith, 


year. 

20. Voted that brother John S, Thomp. 
son prepare the minutes, and annex to them 
the annual circula: letter, and that they be 
published in the Rochester Magazine, with 
a request that they be copied. by the other 
editors of Universalist publications in this 
state. 

21. Appointed brother J. S, Thompsen 
to prepare and publish the New Constitu- 
tion in a handsome manner. 

22. Voted that persons possessing mone 
ies belonging to this Association, shall ap- 
propriate the same to their own use. 

23. Brother »S.. Finch having returned 
thanks to Almighty God, the association 
adjourned to meet at Eaton, Bush, Fai- 
field, Herkimer co. on the first Wednesday 
of June, 1825. 

W. UNDERWOOD, Moderator. 

Jonx S. Tuompson,.? -, 

Garorce B. Lisuer, § Clerks, } 


CIRCULAR.LETTER, 
The Western Association of Universa- 





lists to the .Churches and Societies in Fel- ‘ 


lawship ; to all that are called by the name 

of Christ ; and te every son and daughter 

of Adam constituting part of the vast family 

of Gotl, the Universal Parent, send salutae’ 
tions of good will, wisbing them,in this world, 

the knowledge of the only true God and of 
Jesus, »;whom he has sent; and, in the 

world to come, glory, honor, immortality, 

and .eternal _life. | 

Brethren of the Abrabamic Faith, ase 

sembled in our nineteenth annual session, 

with hearts full of gratitude to our celestial 

Father, for the continued displays of his 

ceaseless and unchanging beneficence, and 

with fraternal love and respect for you, as 

partakers of the like precious faith, we pre- 

sent you with the ‘minutes of our transac- 
tions during the session, from which you 

will learn that our Zion continues to rejoice 





17. Morning service, Introductory pray- 
er by brother G,..B. Lisher ; sermen by bror | 
ther John. S. Thompson, from Psalm.89, | 
16; brother E. 5. 4 win, eonclading | 
prayer. ‘ ' wit £ ; 
- 18. Afternoon . Greeng, introduc, 

rg. Br. S, R.. Smith, crdination 
fon-from t; Tim. ay WW, Els ‘brother 
. Jones. consecrating prayer; brother Stacy 
gharge and delivery of the scriptures; bro- 








in prosperity—that Jehovah lengthens her 
chords, strengthens her stakes, and causes 
her to grow with the imcrease of God, and 
gives her pastors after his own -heart, who 
feed his people with knowledge and under- 
standing. . wo 
Four young brethren in the ministry,and 
three new Societies, havetaken hold of the 
boughs of our flourishing palm-tree, which 


acommittee of discipline for the ensuing | 
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still continues to grow more abundantly, in i the blessedness of the people, who know 
proportion as it has been loaded ‘by the re-| the joyful sound of the gospel grace, was 

roaches and utions of the enemmy.— | described in a pious and afiecting manner. 
Fike the grain of mustard seed, though small} In the fourth sermon, God was pronoune- 
and despicable, our cause, the cause of /¢d the saviour of all men, and tie 











B truth, ti cause of humanity, the cause of | sition maintained with rational and strip- 


God and his Christ, spreads its verdant ‘tural demonstration, sufficient 10 remove 
branches over vast districts of our highly , the doubts oi the most sceptical ; and the 
favored land. The greattrumpet of the’ apostelical mjunction “ these things com- 
Evangelical Jubilee has been viown, and mand and teach,” enforced in a Wery ap- 
men who were ieady to persh i the land propriate and energétic manner) ‘Phe ad- 
of Assyria, and the out-casts in the land of}-dresses, especially that to the ministering 
Egypt, are coming to Worship the Lord im brethren, were unusually «affecting, amd, it 
his holy mountain. . Yea, from the east and | is hoped, have made a lasting impression 
the west, the north and the south do they | on the minds of many. The greatest har- 
come, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac,’ mony prevailed in the council ; ail things 
and Jacob, in the kingdom ef Ged. Re-| were done decently and in order, and*e ve« 
freshed at the streams of an occasional min-|ry numerous congregation departed saying, 
istry, many have heard the glad tidings with |“ a¢ ts good for us to be here?’ » This ag 
delight, and experiéneed the fruit of the €- | none other than the house of God and the 
vanyelical preacher’s lips, to be sweet to gate of Lieaven.” 
their taste ; and having tasted the grapes, As Ministets of the Everlasting Gospel, 
of Eshkol, they became enamoured with; we renew our vows of devotion to the cause 
the fair prospécts of the land of promise, | ef truth and holiness among mankifid. 
and travelling from strength to strength, With humility we:eview every mark of im- 
they have appeared befure the Lord in Zion. . periection and unfaithiulness im the die 
At no time have the commandments and charge ef that sacred office, ww whieh we 
traditions of men been more ‘systematically , have-been called by the Eternal Spivit.--" 


refuted, and the doctrine of God our Sav- 
iour more enchantingly exhibited, than in 


the public services of the present session.— | 


In our first sermon the doctrine of scrip- 
tural election was clearly stated and main- 
tained, whilst partiality, that infernal can- 
cer, which preys on the benevolent and 
gracious afiections, was deservedly exposed 
and reprobated. In the second, the heaven 
born principles of love and charity. were 
represented with all those endearing chatms, 
which fascinate and please, whilst they re- 
firie and elevate the soul to all that is di 
vine and gracious ; and at the same time 
the vain janglings ofthose, who depart from 
the truth, as it is in Jesus, which at best, to 
be hated, needs ouly to be seen, were. €X- 
hibited in all their native, ungodly odium, 
fiom which every mind. seetned to’ revolt, 
and even the most creduiows appeared ap- 
palled at the thought, that ever the humas 
mind should have yielded to sich degrada- 
tion aS to assent to d so absurd and 
ridiculous ; and above all, that the good 
serise of man should have been so prostitut- 
ed as to apply to such jangli the title 
Evangelical. In the date the Tsraclitish 


jubilee, in allegory, was*shown to represent 
the gospel and ‘its .” The joyful 


sound happily depicted, in the deliverance’ 


_ Deeply would we regret every symptort of 
worldly mindedness that might show ‘sel! 
in the conduct ef those who labor ig word 
and ductrine, and seel grieved that any lke 
‘Demas, through love of the present wor! d, 
should forsake the-work of the ministc).— 
We have resvlved to give heed to ourselves 
and that ministry which we have received 
.of the Lord Jésus! As far as we do the 
work of Evangelists, we look te you for. 
‘the supply of our temporal necessities, ¢on- 
‘fident, that your brotherly afleetion¥, and” 
ryour:love to the Redeemer, marifésied ty 
your ardent desive for the prosperity of his 
kingdom will induce you to relieve-us at all 
times:from the burden of worldly anxiety, 
and, 4s justruments in the band of God, to 
supply our returning wants, Your ‘steady 
attendance om the public ministration of 
the*word will greatly tend to exhilarate ovr 
hearts and strengthen gor hands im the sa- 
cred service of thie sanctuary: Here, breth- 
ren, we beseecly you Suffer the word of ex- 
hortation. ‘There*has been a remisness 
and indifférence evineed by many! Let 
the evil cease. By all the obligations un- 
}der which God and religion Hve placed 
you; by all the heppmess derivable from 
devotion and love, we pray you, for- 
sake not the assembling yourselves to- 





it affords fromr the false fears, excited by a 


gether, but in the tion of the faith- 


hideous and denioralizing superstition. An@i fel, see that you speak good of bis name; 
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and publish the praises of his wonderful 
works for the children of men. Since God 
has sent forth his light and truth, warming 
your hearts with the sacred fire of divine 
charity, and feasting your understandings 
with a rational, consistent, and heaven 
bern religion, we beseeth you by the mer- 
cies of God, that you present your bodies 
to him, a living, holy, and acceptable sacri- 
fice, never to be recalled, for this is your 
reasonable service. Adorn the doctrine of 
God your Saviour by an orderly and chris- 
‘tian conduct. Abuse not the divine con- 
descension by disregarding his paternal pre- 
cepts, nor despise the riches of his grace 
towards you; but by shunning every ap- 
pearance of evil, by abhorring all manner 
of unseemly words and actions, have your 
conversation in heaven, whence you look 
for the Saviour, and thus grow inthe knowl- 
“ and admonition of the Lord. 
. “Po those who walk not with us, we be 
to address a few words. Men and 
‘brethren, our hearts are enlarged : we con- 
‘Sider you as well as ourselves, the heirs of 
- the same heavenly inheritance, children of 
the same eternal, impartial, and universal 
Jove. “We are not straitened towards you, 
“But ye are straitened in your own bowels. 
We are ready to hold out the hand of fel- 
‘owship to every son and daughter of the 
“Lord Almighty. Come then, let us meet 
in the bonds of christian charity; and in 
otiler to facilitatea happy and permanent 
o we intreat you, to render cur- 
‘sing for blessing. Withdraw the invidi- 
‘ous, womerited, and slanderous ° epithets, 
with. which you heve labored to vilify our 
name and religion. Admit, what ye ought 
never to have denied, that we possess the 
right of judging for ourselves, as well you; 
and that our sect can boast of men of tal- 
‘ent, reason, honesty, and piety, as well as 
others. Seriously ask yourselves, are we 
not aeting the part of the blinded Catholics 
of the fourteenth and following centuries, 
and may not these men stand in relation to 
wus as the reformers to them? Consider if 
the reformation from Popery could plead 
any thing in recommendation, which can- 
hot be reiterated on behalf of Unitarian U- 
niversalism. ‘Come see our stately fabric, 
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her bulwarks, that ye may tell the gene 
tions yet to come, how the Lord has. glori 
fied his people, and exalted the lot of his 
inheritance. Then, come, and let us rea. 
son together, and we shall be one fold, un. 
der one shepherd; and the Lord shall he 
one, und his rame one, in the whole earth, 
By Order, a 
JOHN S. THOMPSON, 

“I, even 1, am he that blotteth out thy 
transgressions for mine own sake, and will 
not remember thy sins.”’—Isa. xiii. 


ee me 


THE EVENING CLOUD. 


A cloud lay cradled near the setting sun, 
A beam of crimson ting’d its braided snow. 

Long had I watch’d the glory moving on, 
O’er the still radiance of the lake below, 

Tranquil its spirit seem’d, and floated slow! 
E’en in its very motion there was rest: 


or 


av. 


&| While every breath of eve that chanc’d to 


blow, 
Wafted the traveller to the beauteous west 
Emblem, methought, of the departed soul ! 
To whose white robe the gleam of bliss is 
given, 
And by the breath of mercy made to roll, 
Right onward to the golden gates of heaveg 
Where, to the eye of faith, it peaceful lies, 
And tells to man his glorious destinies. 


TO OUR PATRONS. 

We once more beg leave to remind our 
numerous Patrons, that there are several 
who are in arrears for the first volume; 
those are earnestly entreated to pay, with- 
out any furtherdelay. Those who have as 
yet paid nothing on the present year, are 
reminded, that with their punctuality rests 
the continuance of the Advocate, alter the 
present volume is completed. 

{> This notice is not addressed to those 
with whom special contracts have been 
made. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 
_ And for sale at this Office, the Child’s 
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based. on divine revelation, supported by 
the solid columns of reason and common 


sense, and standing a fair palace of the || 
Deity, polished from the rough excrescences |; ~ 


| Seriptural Catechism, 
BY r#OSEA BALLOU, 
Price 6 cents. 
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of human traditions and Pagan fable Try PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWOTOLLARS 


it, ye Deists, by 
it, ye Orthodox, by the test of pewelation. 
Walk all of you about our Zion, andamark 


the rule of reason ;. sqiiare jj 


PER ANNUM, PAYAPLE BALF YEARLY 
IN ADVANCE-—H. 4. SALISBURY, 
PRINTER; 















